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RESUME

Entered into the noble profession of Teaching as Assistant Professor of Political Science after 8 consecutive years of study at the Annamalai University, Chidambaram and having completed more than 22 years of Government service, I joined the Tamil Nadu Open University (TNOU) in February 2008 as Deputy Director, Student Support Services Division. My career began at the Government Arts College, Coimbatore as Assistant Professor in March, 1985. Subsequently, I moved to the Thiruvalluvar Government Arts College, Rasipuram in Salem District in June 1985. And, Since June 1987, I have been working at the prestigious Presidency College, Chennai, till I joined the TNOU.  I am privileged to be the first person from the Tamil Nadu Government Arts College to be chosen as a President for the Indian Association for American Studies for the year 2005-2006.
Professional Contribution
During my service at the Presidency College, Chennai, I contributed considerably to college development and campus discipline in the following ways:
· Maintaining and consolidating students attendance.
·  In-charge of bus pass for the Department students.
· Acting as a tutor for B.A and M.A students.

· Organised seminars and endowment lectures in the Department of Political Science.

· Assisted the Principal for conducting Students Union Election.
· Member- Syllabus Committee for B.A and M.A Programmes.
· Member-Admission Committee for B.A and M.A Programmes. 
· Acted as Resource Person for Distance Education and Continuing Education Programmes in Political Science and Public Administration for the following Universities:

a) Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai

b) University of Madras, Chennai

c) Annamalai University, Chidambaram

d) Tamil Nadu Open University, Chennai
· Acted as Panel Chairman for various Conferences and National Seminars.
· Question paper setting for various Universities. 

· Examiner for B.A, M.A & M.Phil for various Universities.
· In-Charge of Department Library, Journal Section and motivate the students to refer Journals.
· Translated resource materials from English to Tamil for Tamil medium students.

· Participated in the application of ‘MANAR’ (Mass Action for National Regeneration) scheme introduced by the Department.

· As a President of the IAAS and Executive Committee Member of this and other Associations, I have organized Six National level conferences.
· Member of the Board of studies of the School of Social Sciences of TNOU, Chennai for a period of three years with effect from 16th July 2007. 
· Member of the Board of Studies of Manomaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli.

· Inspection Committee Member to establish Learning Centres for the Anna University, Coimbatore.
· Member of the Board of Studies of Periyar Maniammai University, Thanjavur.
· Written more than 15 books (B.A, M.A and M.Phil Political Sciences) for Tamil Nadu Open University and University of Madras.

· Question paper setter and examiner for TNPSC.

· Question paper setter and examiner for UPSC.

Currently, as a Deputy Director, the tasks I carry out at the TNOU include the following:

· Maintenance of about 135 Learning Resource Centres in Tamil Nadu.

· Charting of functions/responsibilities of LRCs.

· Consolidation, Monitoring and evaluation of the functions of LRCs, as a measure towards quality assurance.

· Encourage the LRCs to conduct counselling session for the TNOU.

· Facilitating the disbursement of finances involved in the maintenance of the Centres.
· Co-ordination of the evaluation of, and finances involved in around 2 lakh assignments. 

· Engaging in personal professional development activities such as attending seminars, conferences, publishing papers, resource person at national levels.
· Writing of learning materials for the School of Social Sciences.
· Inspecting Centres to establish LRCs, VPCs and LC for TNOU.

· Coordinated the Ghana Delegation visit to the Tamil Nadu Open University from March 25 – 30, 2008.
· Acted as an observer for Term – End Examinations of July 2008 and January 2009.
Professional Training

	Institution Name/Place
	Courses
	Attendance Dates

	1)
Annamalai University, Chidambaram.
	Research Methodology
	28 May – 17 June, 1982

	2)
University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad.
	Orientation Course
	23 April –7 March, 1990

	3)
Osmania University, Hyderabad.
	Refresher Course
	10 Feb – 7 March, 1992

	4)
Pondicherry University, Pondicherry.
	An Intensive Course on Canadian Foreign Policy
	10 Aug – 14 Aug, 1994

	5)
University of North Bengal, Darjeeling.
	Refresher Course
	11 March –31 March, 1997

	6)
University of Madras, Chennai.
	Refresher Course
	1 March –21 March, 2000

	7) Tamil Nadu Open University, Chennai.
	Workshop on 
E-content
	2-6 April, 2007


Professional Membership

1. Indian Association for American Studies–President for IAAS for the year 2005- 2006. Executive Committee Member from 2001 to 2005 & 2006 to till date.                    

2. Indian Political Science Association– Executive Committee Member between 2000-2003. 

3. Indian Public Administration Association- Executive Committee Member between 2002-2004.                                                                     

4. Academy of Public Affairs - Executive Committee Member 
from 2004 to till date.
             In addition, I was elected Editorial Board Member for The Indian Journal of Political Science at the 53rd All India Political Science Conference, 27-29 December, 2006 at University of Rajasthan, Jaipur.
Publication
1) “Women Reservation in Local Self Government”, in the Book C.P.Bhartwal & Kumkum Kishore (ed.), Public Administration in India Current Perspectives. New Delhi: APH Publishing Corporation, 2003.

2) “Women Empowerment Through Reservation in Tamil Nadu” in the Book R.Balasubramanian (ed.), Welfare State in South India, Chennai: University of Madras, 2004.

3) “Indo-U.S. Relations under Vajpayee Administration in the Aftermath of September Attack” in the Book Vinay Kumar Malhotra & Tanmay Kanjilal (ed.), Search for a New Partnership Indo-US Relations in the 21st Century, England: Wisdom House Publications Ltd., 2005.

Books Published                    :    15
Papers Presented
:
12 in various National Conferences and Seminars.           

Research Experience
:
Supervisor for M.Phil Degree. 



7 Students got M.Phil Degree.



Recognized Guide for Ph.D.

Conference Papers
1. “Impartiality of the Speaker”. Paper presented at the 45th Annual Conference of the Indian Political Science Association held at Aligarh University, Aligarh from December 22 to 24, 1987.

2.  “Impact of Periyar E.V.R. on Social Change”. Paper presented at the 45th Annual Conference of the India Political Association held at Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh from December 22 to 24, 1987.

3.  “Social Welfare Administration in Tamil Nadu in the Ancient and Medieval Period”. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the All India Public Administration Association held at University of Mysore from August 5 & 6, 1995. 

4.  “Women Welfare under Dravidian Rule in Tamil Nadu (1967 – 1990)”. Paper presented in the seminar under UGC. D.S.A. Programme held on 28 & 29 February 1996 in the University of Madras, Chennai.

5.  “Women Reservation in Local Self Governments”. Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the XVII All India Administration Conference held on November 10 – 11, 2000 at Lucknow University, Lucknow.

6.  “Nadar Mahajana Bank Share Investors Forum: A Retrieval of the Tamil Nadu Mercantile Bank”. Paper presented at the seminar held on 8 & 9 January 2001, University of Madras, Chennai.

7.  “Indo – US Relation under Vajpayee Administration”. Paper presented at the XXXIV IAAS Conference held during December 12 – 14, 2001 at Annamalai University, Annamalai Nagar.

8.  “Indo – US Relations under Vajpayee Administration in the aftermath of September Attack”. Paper presented at the XXXVI IAAS Conference held during February 26 to 28, 2004 at Punjabi University, Patiala.

9. Delivered Presidential Address on “Indian Culture” at the 38th IAAS Conference held during January 19–21, 2006 at Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University, Nanded.

10.  “Changes in Electoral Reformation: Need of the Hour”. Paper presented at the Southern Asian Studies Programme held during March 23-24, 2006 at Pondicherry University, Pondicherry.

11.  “Effective Changes to be Implemented In Electoral Reservation”. Paper presented at the National Seminar on Pappapatti Syndrome-Panchayats in Action Emerging Forms and Issues held during April 5-7, 2006 at Annamalai University, Annamalai Nagar.

12.  “Women Reservation Realities in Tamil Nadu”. Paper presented at the 53rd All India    Political Science Conference held during December 27-29, 2006 at University of Rajasthan, Jaipur.
COURSES TAUGHT:

1.
Human Rights.

2. Indian Legislative Studies.
3. Government and Polities of India.
Professional Development
1. Attended the UGC workshop on Question Bank in Political Science organized by the Department of Political Science, Presidency College in Chennai from 9th to 11th January, 1997.

2. Attended the UGC Question Bank workshop in Political Science- Phase II organized by the Department of Political Science, St.Theresa’s Autonomous College for Women, Eluru, West Godavari DT., Andhra Pradesh.

3. Attended the workshop on Development of Self- Instructional Materials in Distance Education organized by the Tamil Nadu Open University and Indira Gandhi National Open University at the PSG College of Technology, Coimbatore from 21st to 24th April 2004. 

4. Attended the one-day workshop on the Design of Self-learning Materials organized by the Tamil Nadu Open University on 30.03.05 in Chennai.

5. Attended the five-day Hands-on workshop for the production of E-Content organized by the Tamil Nadu Open University in Chennai from 2nd April to 6th April 2007. 
6. Attended the one-day workshop on Assessment and Accreditation of the ODL System organized by the Distance Education Council at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad on 30th October 2008.

7. Attended the one-day workshop on Accreditation of ODL Institutions in India : Innovative Practices organized by the Distance Education Council at Tamil Nadu Open University, Chennai on 1st of November 2008.
Award Received: Edwin Gilmor Award for Social Sciences awarded by the IAAS.

The Indian Association for American Studies (IAAS) is one of the oldest, renowned academic associations in India, having been established in 1964. It organizes a three day annual conference in which members present papers on a wide variety of subjects from Literature and Social Sciences. It chooses the best paper in social sciences and presents the Edwin Gilmor Award.  In 2004, the XXXVI Annual Conference was held at Patiala.  In that conference, I presented a paper entitled “Indo-U.S. Relations under Vajpayee Administration”. This paper was chosen as one of the best papers and published and was also presented with the Edwin Gilmor Award. 
I had my schooling in my native village of Veykalpatty in Tirunelveli District.



R.Thangaraj


M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
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